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The Long Island Paranormal Research Association

Claim Reported:
Possible photographic evidence of an apparition. Client asked LIPRA to analyze and document one particular photo to determine whether or not there was proof of an apparition caught on film.

Analysis Technique:

Visual inspection of the photograph. Scanning of the same at high resolution. 

Analysis Findings:
I. While there is certainly “something” seen in the photo above the client, at this time LIPRA cannot say it is of a paranormal nature. We found upon inspecting the photo, it was indeed not original and appeared to be a scanned copy of the original photo. Border lines of the original photo could be clearly seen on the scanned photograph. To the left of the photo, you can clearly see that it is out of alignment and the background is clearly seen. To the right and bottom the same condition exists, however that is from the scan we took. Alignment will always play a key role in scanning a photo. Also, crease marks are evident on the photo. 
Please see figure 1
Figure 1
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II. In figure 2 we notice where the anomaly is. It is above and to the right of a girl in pigtails. Also, this anomaly appears to cover a boy standing behind her. There are also wear and crease marks on the photo that lead from the top of the photo downwards over the boy, girl and remaining party. This indicates that the photo is aged and has been handled numerous times. 
Figure 2
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III. In Figure 3 we take note that the anomaly appears to come across the boy transparently (his arm and tee shirt sleeve are still visible) as well as the crease mark visible.  There is also a noticeable dark spot towards the center of this anomaly. We believe this is indicative of a water stain. If the anomaly would have been in the original photo negative, it would not cover the crease marks.
Figure 3- Notice the dimming of the crease mark
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IV. In Figure 4 I have outlined what I believe to be the mark that affects the original photo

Figure 4
[image: image4.jpg]



V. The objects behind the boy. After discussion with other investigators, we think it is possible, the object behind the boy could be a stack of canoes or row boats being held on a rack. Possible rentals, etc. This picture appears to be taken in a beach / camping / lakeside setting. The roof of a building is clearly seen next to these objects.  This is only one theory and should not be construed as fact. Also, the shoulder of the boy is clearly in front of this object. Please see figure 5 (enhanced). 
Figure 5
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Synopsis and conclusion:
1 LIPRA believes that this is not the original photograph.
2 This photograph is on AGFA photographic paper which is relatively new. (See reverse of photo)

3 LIPRA believes that the original photo has a possible water damage mark or some other natural occurring wear and tear mark on it. Or conversely it may have been an object or mark on the scanner. 
4 The mark appears to blend in with another object behind the boy. This object appears to be moving or blurred. This gives the illusion that the object behind the boy is part of the mark. Also, many objects and people are out of focus in the background as is one girl in the foreground. This may be from movement of the subjects or of the person taking the photograph. 

5 At this time LIPRA cannot classify this as a photographic paranormal anomaly.

Note: 

While we conclude that this is not a photographic paranormal anomaly, we would like the chance to see the original photograph for further analysis.  A CD of all scanned and enhanced evidence, including this report is included for your review. We are open to any questions that you may have. 

Thank you for your consideration,
Faithfully Submitted;
May 30th, 2008
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Disclaimer

The material contained in this report accurately reflects the opinions of the Long Island Paranormal Research Association (LIPRA) investigator(s) and their analysis of the data collected during this analysis. The Conclusions drawn in this document do not, in any way, constitute a legally binding statement as to the validity of any claims made pertaining to paranormal activity.

